Nouvelles découvertes de tentures polychromes brodées du début de notre ére
dans les tumulin° 20 et n° 31 de Noin-Ula (République de Mongolie)

Dr. Natalia Polos’'mak has written an important preliminary article devoted to the finds recently made
during the excavations of the Xiongnu -kurgan nos. 20 and 31 in Noin-Ula by the Mongol-Russian expedition
(Institute of Archaeology of Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar and Institute of Archaeology, Ethnology and
Anthropology of the Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Novosisibirsk). Large fragments
of polychrome textile wall hangings were discovered in monumental princely burials, dated from the turn
of the era. These tapestries were apparently manufactured in Bactria or in Gandhara at the time of the Saka-
Yuezhi rule, when these countries were connected with the Parthian empire and the “Hellenized East.” They
represent groups of men, warriors of high status, and kings and/or princes, performing rituals of drinking,
fighting or taking part in a religious ceremony, a procession leading to an altar with a fire burning on it, and
two men engaged in a ritual action.



